
Our Mission:
ICHH is committed to reducing

violence in our country by 

inspiring others to take action in

both their own hometowns and 

nationally in the areas of 

bullying, education, gun safety,

mental healthcare, parenting

and poverty. StaySafe
What you shouldknow,what you 
shouldask, and what you shoulddo

to alwaysStay Safe.



It’s no secret. Safe gun storage is vital to protecting
family members, especially children. If you’re a 
gun owner, here are the keys to helping your family
Stay Safe:
•Gun Safes: For home defense 
guns, use a small safe near the bed. 
Never give children combinations to 
gun safes or tell them the location of 
the key.

•Trigger and Safety Locks: These 
locks are available for most weapons.

•Ammunition: Store ammunition for 
recreational/sporting guns separately.

•Keep it Clean: Regularly clean and
inspect your gun to ensure it is 
working properly.

•Common Sense: Always act like the 
gun is loaded. Never pull the trigger 
thinking it is unloaded.

88 percent of children who are victims of unintentional
shootings are shot in their own home, or the home of a
relative or friend. So ask about guns in any home your
children visit. (Over 90% of gun owners said they
wouldn’t object to being asked.)
•Keep it simple: “I hope you don’t 
mind me asking, but are there any 
unsecured firearms in your home?”

Teach children never to touch
guns unsupervised and to 
always treat them as if they are
loaded. Help them understand
that they should never point a
gun at another person, ever.
If you see something, say something.
•Teach your child to never play with a 
firearm and to get an adult if they find 
one. Visit the Asking Saves Kids 
Campaign website for more 
information: askingsaveskids.org.

•If you believe someone is a clear and 
imminent threat of danger, call 911 and 
move to safety.

•To report domestic violence, visit the 
National Domestic Violence Hotline at 
www.thehotline.org, or call 800-799-7233.

•To report child abuse, visit the National 
Childhelp website at www.childhelp.org, 
or call 800-4-A-Child.

•If you or someone you know is having 
suicidal thoughts, get help at the 
American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention by visiting www.afsp.org, or 
by calling 800-273-TALK.

A few simple steps
can help you and
your family Stay Safe.
Be aware of your surroundings.

•Look:When you are walking up to 
your home or vehicle, look around. 
Always have your keys ready. Always 
park in a well-lit area. When approaching 
your car, glance underneath as you 
walk up and inside as you get closer. 
Look at the vehicles around you. When 
you enter a room, be aware of who is 
there, what is happening and where all 
of the exits are.

•Find a Buddy: Whenever possible, 
walk or ride with another person you 
trust, especially at night.

•Report It: Always report suspicious 
behavior to the authorities.

•Lock It: When you are at home, in a 
vehicle or anywhere where you can 
lock a door to keep out potential 
attackers, lock it and keep it locked 
until you need to leave the premises.

•Be Smart: If you believe you are being 
followed, stay in (or quickly get to) well-lit, 
well-populated areas. Do not go to your 
vehicle. Call 911 and report your location; 
ask for an officer to assist you.

•Heads Up: When you are engrossed in a
book, phone or other distraction, you 
become an easy target. Put it down. It 
can wait!

•Check It: At night when you check to 
make sure the door is locked, take a 
quick scan of your windows. They are 
another easy entry point.

•Trust Your Instincts: If something doesn’t 
feel right, trust your gut and remove 
yourself from the situation. If you know 
you locked a door and you find it unlocked,
do not enter alone. If someone is acting 
suspiciously, keep an eye on that person 
as you move to a safe distance.

•Family Safety:Parents, teach your children 
how to be aware of their surroundings. 
Make sure they know when and how to 
call 911, their address, their parents’ 
names and phone numbers. Help them 
understand the difference between and the 
importance of hard and soft cover 
(door vs. curtain) when hiding.

Staying Safe in active
shooter situations.
•Get Out: If you can do so safely, 
move to safety immediately. Find the 
closest exit and get as far away from 
the attacker as possible.

•Take Cover: Stay low. Wait until help 
arrives or it is safe to exit.

•Stay Calm: This is easier said than 
done, but a cool head will make 
smarter decisions.

•Stay Sharp: Look. Listen. Be aware 
of what is happening and, if possible, 
where the attacker is at all times.

•Call 911: If you can do so discretely, 
without drawing attention to yourself, 
alert authorities to the situation.

•Warn Others: If you notice others are 
oblivious to the present danger, alert 
them immediately.

•Stick Together: Stay with others 
in your vicinity. There is strength 
in numbers. Yell loudly to let others 
know you are attempting to take down 
the attacker and you need help.   

•Protect Yourself: If necessary, use 
all force to protect yourself. 
Barricade doors, arm yourself with 
objects in your vicinity, and, if it 
comes to it, fight back. If you 
must fight the attacker, yell loudly 
to let others know you are 
attempting to take down the 
attacker and you need help. 
This should always be a last resort.

At It Can Happen Here, we 
recognize that it is impossible to 
completely eradicate violence. 
We will not let that stop us from 
trying. Please join us as we stand 
against violence.

It Can Happen Here
P.O. Box 106, Gotha, FL 
canhappenhere@gmail.com
www.itcanhappenhere.org

Staying Safe begins at home.


